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Unit 23, Part 1: Transformation and Response Drills

1. Your interlocutor has a poor sense for history. She’ll ask you if an event occurred in a certain century, but she’s
always two centuries too early, so correct her by saying Bu shi followed by the correct statement.

Zai shiliu shiji ma?
“Was it in the 16th century?”
Zai shijiu shiji ma?
“Was it in the 19th century?”
Zai shiqt shiji ma?
“Was it in the 17th century?”
Zai shi’er shiji ma?
“Was it in the 12th century?”
Zai shiba shiji ma?
“Was it in the 18th century?”

Bu shi, zai shiba shiji.

“No, it was in the 18th century.”
Bu shi, zai ershiyt shiji.

“No, it was in the 21st century.”
Bu shi, zai shijiu shiji.

“No, it was in the 19th century.”
Bu shi, zai shisi shiji.

“No, it was in the 14th century.”
Bu shi, zai ershi shiji.

“No, it was in the 20th century.”

2. Your interlocutor will again ask you if an event occurred in a certain century, but this time she’ll always be one
century too late. Correct her by saying Bu shi followed by the correct statement.

Zai érshiyt shiji ma?

“Was it in the 21st century?”
Zai shijiu shiji ma?

“Was it in the 19th century?”
Zai shisan shiji ma?

“Was it in the 13th century?”
Zai ershi shiji ma?

“Was it in the 20th century?”
Zai shiliu shiji ma?

“Was it in the 16th century?”

Bu shi, zai ershi shiji.

“No, it was in the 20th century.”
Bu shi, zai shiba shiji.

“No, it was in the 18th century.”
Bu shi, zai shi’er shiji.

“No, it was in the 12th century.”
Bu shi, zai shijiu shiji.

“No, it was in the 19th century.”
Bu shi, zai shiwl shiji.

“No, it was in the 15th century.”

3. Answer the woman’s questions in Chinese, based on the English cues provided.

Meéiguo shi yéou duoshaoge zhou ziichéngde?

(cue: 50 states)

“Of how many states does the U.S. consist?”

Taiwan shi you dudéshaoge xian ziichéngde?
(cue: 14 counties)

“Of how many counties does Taiwan consist?”

Jia’nada shi yéu jige shéng ziichéngde?
(cue: 10 provinces)

“Of how many provinces does Canada consist?”

Meéiguo shi yéu wiishige zhou zlichéngde.

“The U.S. consists of 50 states.”

Taiwan shi you shisige xian ztichéngde.

“Taiwan consists of 14 counties.”

Jia’nada shi yéu shige shéng ziichéngde.

“Canada consists of 10 provinces.”
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Zhongguo shi yéu duoshaoge shéng ziichéngde? Zhongguo shi you érshisan’ge shéng zlichéngde.

(cue: 23 provinces)

“Of how many provinces is China composed?” “China is composed of 23 provinces.”

Xianggang shi you néixié difang ztichéngde? Xianggang shi you Xianggang dao, Jiuléng, hé
Xinjié zichéngde.

(cue: Hong Kong Island, Kowloon, and the New Territories)

“What does Hong Kong consist of?” “Hong Kong consists of Hong Kong Island, Kowloon,
and the New Territories.”



